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In defense of the Constitution — and against the odds —
women attorneys go inside Gitmo’s notorious walls.

ATTORMEY SARAH HAVENS
of Allen & Owery in New York shudders
as she climbs aboard a rickety prop plane
bound for Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. She’s
heard this particular airline is banned in
other parts of the world because of a poor
safety record. Havens wonders if bolts
that fell from the ceiling onto her head
during a prior flight have been replaced.

She's on her way to defend prisoners
held as enemy combatants at the U5, de-
tention center at Guantanamo, but she’s
notalone. More than 500 attorneys, many
from major firms, follow this same route
about once & month, giving up a mini-
mum of four days of billable dme. “They
are Democrar and Republican, new hires
and senior partners,” wrote Miani Her-
aﬂ::’IIEL'JI‘rES‘l’J(H'M‘.I&I‘Ir Carol Rosen |'_1¢r5: “ob-
servant Jews and right-wing Christians,
family practitioners, white-collar liriga-
tors, anti-death penalry activists and con-
stitutional law professors, black, Cau-
casian and Hispanic.”

And nearly half of them are women,
according to the Center for Constitu-
tional Rights (CCR), which may be the
most rematkable fact of all, Why are
these women willing to step from posi-
tions of power and money to work in a
hostile environment and batde govern-
ment red tape — all to represent clients
who, on their home turf, might rather
see their wives, sisters and daughters dead
than working as equals among men?

“We go to defend the Constitution’s
guarantee of the writ of habeas corpus,”

says CCHR antorney Gitanjali Gutierrez,

citing the legal principle that allows
a person to challenge his ar her
detention in court. Gurierrez

was the first habeas
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WOMEMN ATTDRMEYS GEEM HERE IN CUBA IN THE BLACK HEAD ECARVES, DR HIJABS,
THEY WEAR DURING INHATE INTERVIEWS,

Instead of greeting their clients around a

polished conference table,

with one foot shackled to the floor.

arrorney to visit Guantanamo and was
part of che legal team in Rasul & Baush,
the landmark Supreme Court case that
paved the way for the detainees’ repre-
sentation, “February marks the fifth anni-
versary for many of the detainees,” Gu-
tierrez says. “Yer despite rwo Supreme
Court decisions on their behalf, approx-
imately 450 remain [as of press time]

withour access o a hearing.”

Mot everyone agrees with the attor-
neys' concerns — most notably che Bush
administration, which labeled the Guan-
ranamo derainees “unlawful combarants™
rather than prisoners of war to circum-
vent protections under the Geneva Con-
ventions. But the habeas lawyers plug
on despite such objections.







